AQUILS 


TAURUS 


WAR : Play pOANCER 


W neruer you believe in astrol- 
osy=that there is something in the 
stars to suide our destinies=is of 
little import to us just now. 


The fact remains that there are some 
five millions in this country who 
shape their every move by what 
astrological observations tell them 


from day to day. 


Most important is the fact that there 
are millions more, you and I among 
them. who are curious. and perhaps 
from time to time leave fifty cents 
or a dollar with a soothsayer to tell 
us whether this is a good day to ask 
for a raise. to propose, or if we are 


ever going to win a sweepstakes. 


Towards these legions=and the 
curious=is this campaign directed. 
It’s an exploitation picture ... an 
opportunity for you to do a real job 
of showmanship with the prepared 
ads on the following pages setting 
the keynote of your campaign. So 
hop to it, Sagittarius! ... 


CAS 7 
Doris Kane........ MARGARET LINDSAY 
Mary Lee Ling.......... ANNA MAY WONG 
Nita Renter. 8 eo ea Lola Lane 
Larry Campo oo oe Anthony Averill 
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Sound: by 3s es Stanley Jones 
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4 ‘ sign of SACITTARWS. 
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Your Future 
Revealed! 


m * 


— Nov. 22-Dec. 21 


Answered! | Shrewd, affectionate 


May 21—June 2 Your Questions 


: “Are you ‘under ‘the 


| sign of CAPRICORN 


Are you under the . 
: sign ‘of CANCER 
Dec. 22—Jan. 19 


| Acute, scientific 


~ July 23-Aug. 22 


. Proud, courageous — 


- Jan2 


Are you under the 


sign of VIRGO 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
ANNA MAY WONG 


LOLA LANE- ANTHONY AVERILL 


Directed by William McGann a ee a te ee ee 
i IMPORTANT NOTE! 
This is the only picture ever 
Coldeway + Original Story by filmed according to the 
] mystic science of astrol- 


Screen Play by Anthony 


sei aoe lca cle ie ogy. See it and be amazed! ee Mar. 21 ~ April 19 : 


"Sept. 23-Oct. 22 
_ Artistic, sensual: 
: ene Vitagraph, Inc. 


astrologist- A First Nat'l Picture 


Mat 301 — 339 lines — 45c 
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Born in October, should you 
ask for a raise in September? 


Born in December, should 


you marry in July? 


All your questions are 
/ answered by the stars 


—in the most amazing 
Picture of the year} 


“l 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


MARGARET LINDSAY 


ANNA MAY WONG 
LOLA LANE » ANTHONY AVERILL 


Directed by William McGann + Screen Play by 4 
Anthony Coldeway ° Original Story by Manley Hall, 
world-famous astrologist - A First National Picture 


Vitagraph, Ine. 


Mat 210 — 142 lines — 30c 


Decem- 


er — don’t Marry in July! 


‘WHEN &f ee 


Your Future Analyzed 


FROM THE SCREEN! 


WERE ff 
vou 
BORN?’ 


Daring! Different!-Amazing! 


“W oa E NY 
“Tell Me the Date 
...and I'll Tell You 
Your Future!” 
WARNER BROS.’ astrological Pe O i rd of 99 
| 


sensation, wil 
WARNER BROS. astrological 


th 
MARGARET LINDSAY 
sensation, with 


ANNA MAY WONG 
MARGARET LINDSAY 


LOLA LANE - ANTHONY AVERILL 
| ANNA MAY WONG 
Lola Lane * Anthony Averill 


Directed by Wm. McGann + Screen 


Directed by Wm. McGann - Screen 


Play by Anthony Coldeway ° Original 
Story by Manley Hall, world-famous 
astrologist * A First National Picture 
Vitagroph, Inc. 


Mat 108 — 64 lines — 5c 
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Play by Anthony Coldeway + Original 
Story by Manley Hall. world-famous 
astrologist - A First National Picture 


Mat 106 — 69 lines — 15c 


This happens under This happens under 
the sign of the sign of 


LIBRA ARIES 
Sept. 23—October 22 | March 21—April 19 


‘WHEN 


WERE 
YoU 


BORN? 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


Margaret Lindsay 
Anna May Wong 


LOLA LANE - ANTHONY AVERILL 


Directed by Wm. McGann ¢ Screen Play by 

Anthony Coldeway ¢ Original Story by 

Manley Hall, world-famous astrologist 
A First National Picture 


i NOTE! this is the first fim | 


ever made completely accord- | 
ing to the mystic science of as- 
| trology! See it and be amazed! | 


“Tell Me the 
Date... And 
I'll Tell You 
What to Ex- 
pect from 
Lifel” 


CC 


=== 


(MN 


= eee he | 
cull a ih Ap “iii 


Mat 207 — 258 lines — 30c 


a 
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“Tell Me the Date 
-and I'll Tell 
You Your Future!” 


“Tl tell you when to marry, 
when to invest money, 
when to be wary! I'll tell 
you things about yourself 
that not even you know!” 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological 


sensation, wit 


MARGARET LINDSAY 


ANNA MAY WONG 
Lola Lane - Anthony Averill 


Directed by Wm. McGann - Screen 
Play by Anthony Coldeway- Original 
Story by Manley Hall, world-famous 
astrologist - A First National Picture 


a BS 
E NOTE! the entire cast of this © 


production was selected accord- 
€ ing to astrological calculations! Ba 


rT TTTriTTTtty fl 


Vitagraph, Inc. 


Mat I 11 — 122 lines — I5c¢ 


Which Stars Control Your Future? 


bh to ask for a raise? yx 


i eee 


...in which month to propose marriage ? 3‘ 
KNOW: gar 


vl i 
N Which month to avoid gambles? 


See 


NOTE! 


This is the only 
motion picture 
ever made 
completely ac- 
cording to the 
mystic science 
of astrology! 


DO THE STARS CONTROL YOUR FUTURE? 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


MARGARET LINDSAY 


ANNA MAY WONG 
Lola Lane - Anthony Averill 


Directed by William McGann e Screen Play by 
Anthony Coldeway e Original Story by Manley Hall, 
world-famous astrologist e A First National Picture 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
ANNA MAY WONG 


LOLA LANE e ANTHONY AVERILL 
Directed by Wm. McGann « Screen Play by 
Anthony Coldeway ¢ Original Story by Manley 


| 


Mat 110 — 40 lines — 15c 


Hall, world-famous astrologist ¢ A First Nat'l Pict. 
Vitagraph, Inc. W 
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Mat 211 — 168 lines — 30c 


The 
Mysteries 
of the 
Heavens 
Disclosed! 


Tell Me the Date es 

—and I'll Tell 

You Your Future !’’ 9 
YOU BORN: 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
ANNA MAY WONG 


LOLA LANE - ANTHONY AVERILL 


Directed by Wm. McGann e Screen Play by Anthony Coldeway'e Original 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
ANNA MAY WONG 


Lola Lane - Anthony Averill 


Directed by William McGann e Screen Play by 
Anthony Coldeway e Original Story by Manley Hall, Story by Manley Hall. world-famous astrologist e¢ A First National Picture 
world-tamous astrologist « A First National Picture ene 


Vi h,t bearbead htt, 
itagraph, Inc. Vitagraph, Inc, WY 


r 

a 

i 

i 

a 

i 

a 

a 

a 

1 a 
WARNER BROS. astrological sensation, with + 
a 

a 

i 

a 

i 

i 

i 

a 

| 

| 


Mat 100 2-48 free = T6e hiat 206. 65 inés-=~80e 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY... 
Your Future Revealed From The Screen! 


_ your happy ones,when to 
make love? If you would, 
hurry along to see.... 


Would you like to know 
which days will be your } 
lucky ones,which months 


WHEN 4 WERE 
YOU BORN? 


wp The most daringly different picture ever made! 


' WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


MARGARET LINDSAY- ANNA MAY WONG 


LOLA LANE ¢ ANTHONY AVERILL 


Directed by William McGann + Screen Play by Anthony Coldeway « Original 
Story by Manley Hall, world-famous astrologist - A First National Picture 


Vitagraph, Ine. 


Mat 302 — 207 lines — 45c 


HAVE YOUR 
CHARACTER 


CL Se 
ANALYZED FROM 


wrenon WHEN WERE 
MARGARET LINDSAY you 


IN 


‘WHEN WERE 


cin Me 


pekiNGty You 
cd BORN?’ 


WARNER BROS.’ astrological sensation, with 


ANNA MAY WONG 
MARGARET LINDSAY 
re Lane - aeerony asim ar 
Directed by William McGa Screen Play by = - ANNA MAY WONG 
Phony Coldeway il nal Stor bse ¢ Hal a LS Lola Lane - Anthony Averill 


Sin 


Directed by William McGann e Scr m Play by 
— _— _ eway e Original Sto: cry by Ms nley Hall. 


ls orld-tamous astrologist « A Firs nal Pictur 


Mat 208 — 60 lines — 30c Mat 112 — 27 lines — [5c¢ 
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Your questions answered, your . future revealed by the stars! 


JANUARY 19 
is a good day to ask for 
a raise—IF YOU WERE 
BORN IN MARCH 


JANUARY 19 
is a bad day to ask for 
a raise—IF YOU WERE 
BORN IN OCTOBER 


P svaener BROS.’ astrological 
sensation, with I 


| | MARGARET LINDSAY j 
| ANNA MAY WONG 1 


LOLA LANE | 
1 ANTHONY AVERILL 


oe le cee ee 
Vitagraph, Inc. 


Directed by William McGann 


Screen Play by 
Anthony Coldeway - Original Story by Manley Hall. 


] world-famous astrologist - A First National Picture a\ 


Mat 209 — 122 lines — 30c 


Official Billing 


WARNER BROS. 40%, 

Pictures, Inc. Presents 5% 

"WHEN WERE YOU BORN?” 
100% 
with 


MARGARET LINDSAY @ ANNA MAY WONG 


40% 
Lola Lane @ Anthony Averill 20%, 
x «*« * 
Directed by William McGann 20% 
x * x 
Screen Play by Anthony Coldeway 3%, 
Original Story by Manley Hall 295 
x * x 
A First National Picture 5% 
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WOULD YOU 


LIKE TO KNOW: 


Ea ... the best time to propose? a 
7 . when to ask for a raise? B 
.. which are your ancd days? 


The Picture That Knows Your Future! 


WARNER BROS.” 
astrological sensation, with 


Margaret Lindsay 
Anna May Wong 
LOLA LANE 


Anthony 
AVERILL 


ee TT 


cted by Wm. McGann 


Story by Manley Hall, 
world-famous astrologist 
A First National Picture 


Mat 107 — 79 lines — 15c 


Your Vitaphone Shorts 


A COLOR-TOUR ADVENTURE to "Toradja Land,” a little known 
strip of land in the far east with a wealth of romantic and unusual 
sights. 3510—Color-Tour Adventures—!0 mins. 
e 


LOONEY TUNE CARTOON, entitled "Porky's Hare Hunt" in which 
the rotund pig goes a-huntin’ and nearly gets harpooned himself by 
a goofy rabbit. 


3610—Looney Tunes—7 mins. 
@ 


TECHNICOLOR CARTOON, "Penguin Parade," in which the dafty 
penguins set up a raging night club in the middle of the North Pole. 


3411—Merrie Melodies—7 mins. 


°@ 
“EREDDIE RICH AND HIS ORCHESTRA" in one of the most pop- 


ular of the Vitaphone series, one of the ‘melody masters’ of the 
country. 3714—Melody Masters—!0 mins. 


GENE AND KATHLEEN LOCKHART, popular comedian team, in 
"Stocks and Blondes." 


3023—Broadway Brevities—20 mins. 


a domestic two-reel riot, with a sock title, 


A SWINGY MUSICAL with 
Cherry and June Preisser in 
"Hold That Ball,"’ with col- 
legians and comedy. 
3028—Broadway Brevities—20 mins. 


INQUIRING REPORTER asks people on the 


street: “When Were You Born?” and proceeds to read 
their horoscope (see novelties on page 18). Announcer 
then inquires if what was deduced about them was ac- 
curate, and follows with plug for the picture. As the hor- 
oscopes are very general in application and cleverly 
aimed to get a “yes” out of anyone, most people will be 
struck by the apparent accuracy of the “readings.” 


SIGNS OF THE STARS: Large blowup of still 


featuring Anna May Wong gazing into a crystal ball 
can be effectively mounted in lobby frame. Surround 
with stills showing members of the cast, each holding his 
sign of the zodiac. Copy: “Which Stars Control Your Fu- 
ture? See ‘When Were You Born” at this theatre on Fri- 
day.” Order “When Were You Born Zodiac Stills”— 65 
cents for set of 8 from Campaign Plan Editor. 


BIRTHDAY BOOK: want to bring your mailing list 


up to date? Here’s a good way to do it and at the same 
time tie in your show. Have a large birthday book in 
lobby and invite patrons to enter their names, addresses, 
and birthdates. Copy over book: “When Were You 
Born? Tell us the date and we'll assure you a future of 
good entertainment.” 7 


COLUMNISTS: Over 250 papers in the country carry 
columns or features on the subject of astrology. Run 
underliners near the columns, or contact the writers to ef- 
fect a cooperative tie-up. Column carries plugs for 
picture in return for blowup display in lobby. Also be 
sure to spot ads on same pages as these articles. 


NOVELTY CALENDAR makes a perfect throw- 


away for this picture (see novelties on page 18). By look- 
ing up date of birth on calendar, person can determine 
on what day he was born. Distribute in lobby, neigh- 
borhood stores, on street corners, etc. 


HOROSCOPES (see novelties on page 18) are pass- 


ed out on busy street corners by gent dressed as oriental 
fortune teller. He carries sign with this copy: “When 
Were You Born? Tell Me the Date and I'll Tell You Your 
Future.” When passers-by give date of birth, fortune 
teller hands out proper horoscope. 


ASTROLOGIST IN LOBBY: Booth is set up in 


lobby and plastered with scenes from picture. Astrolo- 
gist inside gives horoscope readings to patrons, adding a 
plug for your show. Copy over booth: “When Were You 
Born? Tell Me the Date and I'll Tell You Your Future.” 
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WINDOW DISPLAY used successfully by the 
Broadway-Hollywood store in Hollywood (illus- 
tration above) is offered for your try-out. Similar 
promotional idea was used by Bonwit Teller in 
New York. Idea is that each sign of the Zodiac 
represents a different type of woman, necessita- 
ting certain types of wearing apparel. For ex- 
ample, the “Capricorn Woman Demands In- 
dividuality,” the Aquarius Woman Is At Her 
Best in Bright Colors” etc. Stills of the stars born 
under the various signs embellish the display. 


PHOTOGRAPHER should be interested in this 
“When Were You Born?” contest because it at- 
tracts potential customers to his store. Idea is 
to have him display in his window a large baby 
picture and this copy: When Were You Born? 
This young lady (or gentleman) was born with- 
in the past year. All you have to do is make the 
right guess as to month and day to win two guest 
tickets to see “When Were You Born?” at the 
Strand Theatre beginning Friday. Come in and 
fill out an entry blank. 


BOOK DEALERS carry a number of publica- 
tions on the study of astrology. Arrange a win- 
dow display of these together with stills and 
poster art from the picture and this copy: 
“Which stars control your future? See ‘When 
Were You Born?’ at the Strand Friday. The only 
motion picture ever made completely according 
to the mystic science of astrology.” | 


BAKERY SHOP: Birthday cakes are a standard 
item with bakeries so a tie-up with your show is 
a natural. Window or counter display consists of 
cake decorated with signs of the Zodiac. For 
copy: “When Were You Born? Just let us know 
and we'll supply your favorite cake, decorated 
with your Zodiac sign.” Be sure to supply store 
with plenty of stills, window cards, and other 
poster accessories (see pages 18, 19, 20). 


JEWELRY SHOP features as a window display 
various precious birthstones associated with each 
month. Card carries this copy: “Pick out your 
birthstone—then see ‘When Were You Born?’ at 
the Strand Theatre on Friday.” 


What Does the Future 


Hold In Store For You? 


Call Circle 6-1010 


NOVELTY TEASER is printed locally and dis- 
tributed on street corners, in stores, and sent to 
your mailing list; also can be used as a teaser ad 
in local paper. Telephone number, of course, is 
that of your theatre. When patrons call, operator 
answers: “See your future revealed from the 
screen for the first time in history—‘When Were 
You Born?’—at the Strand on Friday.” 


CARDS are given out to patrons which they fill 
out with their name, address and birthdate. Cards 
are deposited in lobby box. The theatre manager 
marks 25 dates on his private calendar as “Lucky 
Dates”. The persons whose dates of birth cor- 
respond to the “Lucky Dates” receive guest tick- 
ets to your show. 


yee 


-ASTROLOGICAL FLOAT similar to one illus- _ 


trated above is sent through streets. Announcer 
gives spiel on picture through P. A. system. Gent 
dressed as fortune teller distributes heralds and 
horoscopes to passers-by. 


LETTER CONTEST in cooperation with local 
paper. Readers are invited to send in their most 
interesting psychic experience; or to tell how as- 
trology has governed their lives, with examples 
of how a horoscope has benefited them. 


SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS: If your local radio 
station conducts some sort of an astrology pro- 
gram, be sure that your showing is mentioned. 
Few passes might do the trick here. Also spot 
announcements before and after program. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Give free admission to 


anyone whose birthday falls on day picture 


opens. Showing of birth certificate at | box-office 
is only requisite necessary. ) 


SCHOOL DEBATE can be arranged between 
Science class and oral English class. The latter 
attempts to prove that Astrology is a science. 
Science class, of course, takes the negative side. 


MAGAZINE TIE-UP has been arranged with 


World Astrology, largest circulating publication of its 
kind in the United States. Distributors in the principal cit- 
ies of the country will be furnished with free sample 
copies for distribution in theatre lobbies. In addition a 
publicity release goes in the July issue, and also to a 
quarterly astrological service list numbering about 400,- 
000. Contact local distributors for arrangements anent 
stickers on covers, back copies for distribution, tack 
cards for newsstands, and lobby displays. 


NEWSPAPER FEATURE: local paper might be 


interested in running a feature on astrological twins, ex- 
plaining what they are (two people born at approxi- 
mately the same place, at the same hour of the same 
day of the same year), and carrying forward the idea by 
seeking two astrological twins in the local territory. If 
such a pair were discovered, a comparison of their lives 
would make an interesting story. 


CRYSTAL-GAZING: Place large round glass bowl 


on table in lobby with scenes from the picture inside 
surrounded by colored flashers. Copy over display: 
“What does the future hold in store for you? Gaze into 
the crystal. See “When Were You Born?’—the only mo- 
tion picture ever made completely according to the mystic 
science of astrology—coming to this theatre on Friday.” 


GIRL SEEKS TWIN: Beautiful girl visits cafes, 


night clubs, stores, etc. and accosts people with: “I am 
looking for my astrological twin. When Were You 
Born?” Without waiting for an answer she moves on. 
Can also be used as telephone gag, with girl hanging 
up after she asks the question. 


WALKING SIGNS: Twelve people parade through 


streets, each carrying a giant placard imprinted with a 
sign of the zodiac. Underneath each sign appears copy 
which you can pick up from the ads. Paraders hand out 
heralds announcing billing, theatre, and playdates. 


GIANT TELESCOPE is set up in lobby 
with card carrying this copy: “See your 
future in the stars. Have a look—Free.” 
Inside telescope mount scenes from pic- 
ture with billing and playdates under- 
neath. In background place blue tissue 
paper with cut out figures of the planets, 
and small electric bulbs flashing on and 
off. Another angle is to place real tele- 
scope on street corner at night. Copy: 
“What star controls your future? See 
“When Were You Born?’—at the Strand.” 
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A SUPER-NATURAL CONTEST 


(First Day) (Second Day ) 


No, this lady isn’t going to slap her escort’s face. She just 
spilled something on the table. If you can guess what it is 
she spilled, you won’t have any trouble identifying this su- 
perstition. Another photo appears tomorrow. 


The gentleman above evidently doesn’t believe in supersti- 
tions. But perhaps he’s just taking the necessary precautions 
against a leaky roof. Can you identify the superstition which 
this photo represents? Another photo tomorrow. 


(Fourth Day) 


(Third Day) 


Did we hear you say that you weren't super- 
stitious? Take a look at the photos on this page 
and you may recall some of the precautions 
you took to avoid bad luck. These peculiar 
customs form the basis of a newspaper contest. 
Each day paper prints a photo representing a 


well-known superstition. Contestants are ask- 


ed to identify the superstition associated with 


Knock! Knock! Who's there? 
Miss. Miss who? Misfortune 


Jimmy isn’t doing this be- 
cause he’s telling a fib. He 


each photo. Those correctly identifying all of 


just wants you to know that 


he, too, has his pet supersti-, 


tion. Can you guess what 
it is? Another photo appears 
in this paper tomorrow. 


them each receive guest tickets to “When Were 


You Born?” Correct solutions appear below. 


if you don’t knock knock. 
And it looks as though the 
young lady believes it. 
What superstition does this 
photo represent? 


(Fifth Day) 


Correct Solutions 


(Sixth Day) 


FIRST DAY 


Throwing salt over left shoulder 
prevents bad luck. 


SECOND DAY 


Opening an umbrella in the house 
invites bad luck. 


THIRD DAY 


Crossing one’s fingers prevents ad- 
verse circumstances. 


FOURTH DAY 


Knocking on wood is a precaution 
against ill fortune. 


FIFTH DAY 


Walking under a ladder is an omen 
of bad luck. 


Smile when you do this, 
beautiful! We know plenty _ ee ee os . Se 
of people who were mighty SIXTH DAY 


Where there’s smoke there’s fire. The way his friends are 
looking at him, the gentleman on the right must be doing 
something dreadful. What is it? Send your complete set of 
answers to the Contest Editor immediately. 


sorry they ever tried it. 
What superstition does this 
photo represent? Last photo 
appears tomorrow. 


Lighting three cigarettes with the 
same match forebodes misfortune. 


Order set of Contest mats 501-B—75c from Warner Bros. Campaign Plan Editor. 
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(Lead ) 


‘When Were 


You Born?’ Will 
Play At Strand 


Astrology is for the first time 
in motion picture history made 
the basis of a film production in 
“When Were You Born?” the 
Warner Bros. mystery thriller 
which opens at the Strand Thea- 
tre next Friday with Margaret 
Lindsay, Anna May Wong, Lola 
Lane and Anthony Averill play- 
ing the leading roles. 


Although the picture represents 
a distinct novelty in the matter 
of story background, the Warner 
Studio did not, however, depend 
on this fact alone to make it en- 
tertaining. Even without the as- 
trological factor, “When Were 
You Born?” would make an ex- 
citing, suspense-packed murder 
mystery picture. 


Two elements are interwoven 
by having an astrologer—played 


by Anna May Wong — apply the 


methods of that ancient science 
to the solution of the mystery. 


There is no question about the 
authenticity of the astrological 
lore recounted as the film pro- 
gresses, for the original story up- 
on which the screen play by An- 
thony Coldeway was based was 
written by Dr. Manly P. Hall, 
one of the nation’s foremost as- 
trologists, and then Dr. Hall was 
engaged by the studio to function 
as technical adviser throughout 
the course of production. 


At the outset of the picture, 
Miss Wong casts the horoscope of 
a wealthy importer, James Ste- 
phenson, and predicts his death 
within the next forty-eight hours. 
Long before that time limit has 
expired, the importer is found 
murdered in his luxurious home 
and when the police learn of the 
astrologer’s prediction they im- 
mediately take her into custody. 
She sets out to clear herself by 
solving the murder by astrology. 


Among the other chief suspects 
are the dead man’s former fiance, 
portrayed by Margaret Lindsay, 
his mistress, played by Lola Lane, 
his business partner, who is a 
Sinister Eurasian portrayed by 
Leonard Mudie, and his valet, en- 
acted by Eric Stanley. 

Other members of the cast who 
contribute notably to the devel- 
opment of the story are Frank 
Jaquet, Jeffrey- Lynn and Maur- 
ice Cass. The production was di- 
rected by William McGann. 


Horoscope Won’t Lie 


The maddest man in Hollywood 
one day was Dr. Manly P. Hall, 
the maestro of the mysterious, 
who acted as technical expert for 
the occult thriller, “When Were 
You Born?” produced by War- 
ner Bros. from Dr. Hall’s original 
story outline, which opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


Dr. Hall got mad because a 
film star visiting the set asked 
him to draw up her horoscope and 
gave him her age as 23 instead of 
27. Then she spoke critically 


about the results he obtained. 


Mat 203—30c 


WHEN WERE YOU BORN? — Anna May Wong, most celebrated 
Oriental actress in films, solves a murder mystery with the aid of 
her crystal and the stars in “When Were You Born?” the novel melo- 
drama that will be the next attraction at the Strand Theatre. 


(Advance) 


Famous Chinese Actress 


Native Of Good Old USA. 


The screen’s most famous Chi- 
nese actress was born in the 
United States and never saw the 
land of her fathers until two 
years ago. 

But Anna May Wong is not a 
Swedish girl masquerading as a 
Chinese. 

Warner Oland, you know, is a 
Swede. 

She was born in Los Angeles of 
full-blooded Chinese parents, 
Wong Sam Sing and his wife, 
Lee Gon Toy. Her real name is 
Wong Liu Tsong, or “Frosted 
Yellow Willows.” 

She first attended school at a 
mission in Los Angeles’ China- 
town, but soon transferred to the 
regular Los Angeles schools. 
Every day, however, when she 
finished her regular school work 
she hurried to Chinatown where 
she studied her native tongue for 
three hours. Her home life was 
steeped in the traditions of the 
Orient, her parents hanging on 
to the ties that bound them to 
their beloved homeland. 

As a result of this curious 
blending of the East with the 
West, Anna May Wong today is 
a most alluring cosmopolite. On 
the screen she is exotically Ori- 
ental; off-screen the subtle allure 
of the East accentuates the 
charm of the modern “American” 
girl that the slim beauty is. 

Anna May Wong has always 
been a film fan, she said during 
the filming of Warner Bros.’ mys- 
tery melodrama with an astrolo- 
gical motiff, “When Were You 
Born?” which opens at the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. Like her 
little American schoolmates she 
was movie-struck and determined 
to be a movie star despite par- 
ental disapproval. 

A former Baptist minister 
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started Anna May on her screen 
career. He was James Wang, an 
Oriental character actor who 
made many silent and talking 
pictures before his recent death. 

Anna May was 12 when she 
told Wang she’d like to work in 
pictures. Wang had been assign- 
ed the task of securing 300 Chi- 
nese for “The Red Lantern,” 
starring ‘'Nazimova, and much to 
Miss Wong’s delight and amaze- 
ment he told her to report for 
the film, 

She first received screen credit 
after appearing with Lon Chaney 
in Marshall Neilan’s “Bits of 
Life,” and her climb to fame was 
started. She has made so many 
pictures she says, that she can’t 
begin to remember them all. 

In 1928 she went abroad, made 
a number of pictures in Germany 
and England, and appeared on 
the stage with great success. 

Returning to this country, she 
starred on Broadway in “On the 
Spot” with Crane Wilbur and 
made a number of pictures. 

In 1933 she made another trip 
abroad to accept a singing en- 
gagement at the Embassy Club 
in London and to film “Tiger 
Bay.” Theatre tours, a vacation 
in Spain, and other pictures fol- 
lowed. She returned in 1934 to 
co-star with George Raft in 
“Limehouse Nights”. 

In 1936 Miss Wong and her 
father, two sisters, Ying and 
Huong, and four of her brothers, 
James, Norman, Frank and Rich- 
ard, sailed for a visit to China. 

Another trip to England and 
a summer in stock at the West- 
chester Playhouse in Mt. Kisko 
followed before she returned to 
Hollywood to film “Daughters of 
Shanghai” and “When Were You 
Born?” her two newest pictures. 
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(Advance) 


Astrology 
Solves Murder 
In Strand Film 


They had to murder a man one 
day on the Warner lot as part 
of the plot of “When Were You 
Born?” the mystery melodrama 
with an astrological background 
which opens at the Strand Thea- 
tre next Friday. 


But it wasn’t enough — as it 
has been in other mysteries — to 
murder a man who is definitely 
the villain of the piece, but the 
story demanded that he had to 
be born on such a day and hour 
that, according to the stars, he 
had to die — in spite of every 
precaution — on March 1, 1938. 

Dr. Manly P. Hall, research ex- 
pert on this picture, was assign- 
ed the task of finding such a 
birthdate for the murdered man. 
Accordingly he worked ’a horo- 
scope in reverse, tracing back the 
murdered man’s astrological his- 
tory to the moment he was born. 

Bryan Foy, producer of “When 
Were You Born,” waited two 
days until Dr. Hall completed his 
astrological calculations. Finally 
Hall called him, and announced: 


“I’ve got the perfect date. The 
murdered man was born Decem- 
ber 8, 1898. With such a birth- 
date, he’d have to die now. No 
reasonable precaution could save 
him from his fate.” 


Foy didn’t seem as elated about 
the final solution of the problem 
as he should have been. 

“Say, I’ve got an idea.” he said. 
“Why can’t we do a rewrite on 
the script and have the guy born 
November 8, 1898. We shouldn’t 
be talking about killing a guy 
who was born in December. You 
know so close to Christmas — 
peace on earth and all that sort 
of thing.” 

Foy’s concern about December 
8, 1898 as the date of the mur- 
dered man’s birth was under- 
standable. December 8, 1898 is 
his own birthday. 

But finally he was informed 
that the whole thing was a rib 
inspired by Lola Lane and Mar- 
garet Lindsay, principals in 
“When Were You Born?” in con- 
spiracy with Dr. Hall. 


Has Birthday Title 


Anthony Averill, back at War- 
ner Bros. from a vacation, walk- 
ed into the casting office and was 
greeted by Steve Trilling, the 
casting director, with, “When 
Were You Born?” 

“Today,” Tony replied. 

Trilling then explained he was 
to be cast in an important role 
in a forthcoming production 
based on the art of the horoscope 
casters. 

“OK,” said Tony, “but I still 
reply ‘Today,’ for this is my 
birthday.” 

“When Were You Born?” was 
subsequently made the title of 
the picture. It is scheduled as 
the next attraction at the Strand 
Theatre, opening next Friday. 
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(Advance) 

Stars Govern 
Making Of Film 
On Astrology 


At 10:45 Pacific Standard Time 
on a recent morning, the sun, 
Mercury, Venus and Jupiter were 
conjunct in the tenth house, so 
Director William McGann start- 
ed production on “When Were 
You Born?” the Warner Bros. 
mystery play dealing with astrol- 
ogy which comes to the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 


Not being an astrologer, Mr. 
McGann wanted to start the pic- 
ture by the sign hanging in the 
studio production office, which 
says all companies shall go to 
work at 9 am. But Manly P. 
Hall, noted writer on astrological 
and occult subjects, and author 
of “When Were You Born?” 
would have none of it. He in- 
sisted that they wait for the 
planets, so they waited. 


“When the sun, Mercury, Venus 
and Jupiter are conjunct in the 
tenth house — the house of work 
— that is a very auspicious sign,” 
Hall said. “They are conjunct at 
10:45 — not before. If we start 
at 9 we’ll have trouble.” 


So Mr. McGann gave in, and, 
watch in hand, waited until the 
planets were conjunct. 


“Roll ’em,” he said, at 10:45 
sharp, and Lola Lane, Anna May 
Wong and James Stephenson 
made: the first scene. 

“When Were You Born?” is a 
murder mystery in which Miss 
Wong plays an astrologer. By 
using this very ancient science, 
she finds the one “who done it.” 
She reads the horoscopes of all 
the suspects and picks the right 
one, a very neat trick. 

One of the unusual features of 
the film is that during the course 
of the action the horoscope of 
each of the 12 leading players is 
read and thus the audience gets 
not only a mystery melodrama 
but a first-hand knowledge of 
what astrology is all about. 


33 Years On Stage 


Leonard Mudie, who plays a 
half-caste in “When Were You 
Born?” the Warner Bros. mys- 
tery melodrama coming to the 
Strand Theatre, was born in Man- 
chester, England, progressed from 
amateur theatricals to profession- 
al performances and has been a 
professional actor 33 years. He 
entered pictures five years ago 
as the tax collector in “The 
House of Rothschild.” 


Old Chinese Custom 


To keep her hands supple and 
flexible, Anna May Wong holds 
a walnut in each hand and con- 
tinually rolls them with her fin- 
gers. It is a custom practiced by 
the high-born of China for many 
generations. Miss Wong is fea- 
tured in “When Were You Born?” 
the Warner Bros. mystery thriller 
based on astrology, coming to the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 


Mat 202—30e 


MATED BY THE STARS — James Stephenson and Lola Lane of the 
many, many Lanes, are a romantic pair in “When Were You Born? 5 
the Warner Bros. mystery thriller based on astrology, which will be 


the next feature attraction at the 


Strand Theatre starting Friday. 


(Advance) 


Margaret Lindsay Had 
Early Stage Training 


Margaret Lindsay might have 
been a circus aerialist today if 
she hadn’t lost her grip on the 
portiere rod in her mother’s liv- 
ing room and suffered a badly 
sprained ankle when she fell to 
the floor. 

This ambition to become a 
trapeze artist, however, was but 
a slight digression from the as- 
piration to become an actress she 
had possessed since earliest mem- 
ory. 

“One of my earliest recollec- 
tions,” she said during the film- 
ing of “When Were You Born?” 
her latest Warner Bros. picture, 
which opens next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, “is the scolding 
I received from a funny little old 
lady I mimicked with childish 
fidelity. She couldn’t see possible 
acting talent in that mimicry, as 
my mother did, but only sauci- 
ness. 

“My mother encouraged me to 
mimic people, at the same time 
trying to teach me not to be im- 
pertinent or unkind in my im- 
personations. And I suppose Ai 
must have been considered an 
awful pest by our friends, for my 
mother was always getting me to 
recite with gestures when we had 
callers. 

“T believe now, though, that 
that sort of thing is necessary. 
A pianist must practice constant- 
ly to acquire skill in his work 
and so must an actor. I am 
enough of a fatalist to believe 
that ability is born in a person. 
He is destined to become an ac- 
tor, a doctor, a lawyer or a mer- 
chant and the amount of concen- 
trated effort he devotes to de- 
veloping that ability determines 
the degree of success he will at- 
tain. Success comes only when a 
person lives, breathes and eats 
his particular ambition. 

“T believe those early days of 
training with my mother, the 
plays which my four sisters and 
brother and I put on in the old 
barn, and even the interlude 
when we wanted to become cir- 
cus stars, all helped in the de- 
velopment of my career.” 

It was not until Margaret had 
appeared in school plays at Visi- 
tation Convent in Dubuque and 
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at the National Park Seminary in 
Washington, D. C. that her par- 
ents realized that to be an ac- 
tress was Margaret’s all-consum- 
ing ambition. On his deathbed, 
her father gave instructions that 
she should be sent to drama 
school. 

So Margaret attended the 
American Academy of Dramatic 
Art in New York, graduating 
with highest honors. Upon grad- 
uation she was impatient for suc- 
cess—great success. 

So she went to London as part 
of the now well-known scheme 
to attract attention to herself. 
After a period abroad, she re- 
turned, as an English actress and 
won her great opportunity in pic- 
tures — a part in “Cavalcade.” 

She had gambled everything on 
her ability to make good, and 
make good she did in a big way. 
She took a short cut to success, 
seemingly, but she negotiated the 
shorteut successfully only because 
she had made success as an ac- 
tress the all-consuming interest 
in her young life. 


Mat 102—15c 


MARGARET LINDSAY — scin- 
tillating brunette star playing a 
leading role in “When Were You 
Born?” which is coming to the 
Strand Theatre on Friday. 
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Jeffrey Lynn 
On Way Up 
In Movie Work 


A rolling stone may gather no 
moss but the polish it acquires 
certainly is an aid to an acting 
career. 

Jeffrey Lynn, new Warner 
Bros.’ “find” who plays an impor- 
tant role in “When Were You 
Born?” astrological melodrama 
coming to the Strand Theatre 
next Friday, started his rolling 
when he graduated from Bates 
College in Maine in 1930. 


Two years as a salesman and 
commercial agent convinced him 
that he would never be much of 
a success in a business career. 


It was not until he took a job 
teaching English in a high school 
at Lisbon, Me., though, that he 
discovered what his life work 
had to be. While he was coach- 
ing the school’s dramatic produc- 
tions, the desire to be a profess- 
ional actor which had been dor- 
mant since his college amateur 
theatrical days awakened lustily. 

Giving up the teaching job, he 
became a clerk in a department 
store to build up a nest egg. In 
his spare time he worked with 
the semi-professional Guild Play- 
ers in Worcester, Mass. Finally 
he entered the Theodore Irvine 
School of the Theatre in New 
York, partly paying his way by 
working nights as doorman at the 
Embassy Newsreel theatre. 

He showed such promise in 
school that he won a summer 
stock engagement at the famed 
Barter Theatre in Abingdon, Va. 
Operators of this theatre accept- 
ed any saleable or useable arti- 
ele in lieu of the 75 cents cash 
admission price but the actors 
were paid in board and cash. 


He obtained his first Broadway 
job when he joined the “A Slight 
Case of Murder” company as un- 
derstudy to the juvenile lead, bit 
player and assistant stage man- 
ager. Ups and downs followed 
but when he went on the road 
with “Lady Precious Stream,” 
doing four bits, his hard luck 
seemed over, for next he obtain- 
ed a leading role in “Brother 
Rat,” and when the company 
played Los Angeles he was seen 
by talent scouts and signed to a 
long term Warner Bros. contract. 


Oriental Wisdom 


It wasn’t Confucius but Anna 
May Wong who said, in rebuking 
an actor who was bragging of his 
wealth and attainments, “Don’t 
forget that when you’re dead 
your body is worth only $1.60.” 
That’s all the human body, if put 
through a refining plant, would 
produce in minerals, chemicals 
and other elements, explained 
Miss Wong, Oriental actress who 
plays the leading role in her lat- 
est picture “When Were You 
Born?” the Warner Bros. astrol- 
ogical mystery play which is com- 
ing to the Strand Theatre. 
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Astrology 
Sets A Trend 
In Star Styles 


Hollywood girls are letting as- 
the world’s oldest sci- 
ence, influence their clothes this 
spring. Howard Shoup, who de- 
signed the clothes for Margaret 
Lindsay, Anna May Wong and 
Lola Lane in the Warner Bros. 
picture “When Were You Born?” 
which opens next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, is responsible for 
it all. He takes the signs of the 
zodiac, adapts them to fashion 
and suggests each girl wear the 
sign of her own birth date. 

For Bette Davis, born between 
March 21 and April 19, in the 
sign of Aries, the Ram, he does 
ram’s head pockets with contrast- 
ing embroidered edges. For birth- 
days between April 20th and May 
20, in the sign of Taurus, the 
Bull, Shoup does a belt embroid- 
ered with bull and toreador. 

The designer offers twin pock- 
ets, clips and belts for those com- 
ing under Gemini, the Twins, be- 
tween May 21 and June 22, while 
big crab fasteners of shell, such 
as Olivia de Havilland wears on 
a dress, are chie for those born 
between June 21 and July 22, in 
the sign of Cancer. 

Marie Wilson wears a huge 
gold lion clip on a suit lapel be- 
cause she’s a Leo, born between 
July 23 and August 22. 

For those claiming the sign of 
Virgo, from August 23 to Sep- 
tember 22, a charm bracelet with 
the seven wise and foolish vir- 
gins done in silver is a Shoup 
idea. For Libras, between Sep- 
tember 23 and October 22, he 
mentions a new print showing 
the Goddess of Justice with 
scales. A scorpion is suggested 
as an obvious lapel adornment 
for those in the sign of Scorpio, 
October 21 to November 21. 

The Robin Hood fashions are 
apropos for children of Sagitta- 
rius, the Archer, born between 
November 22 and December 21. 
Appliques of buckets and pitchers 
around the neck of a dress are 
suggested for those coming under 
Aquarius, the water carrier. 


Mat 103—15c 


LOLA LANE — Vivacious mem- 
ber of the acting Lane family 
has a featured role in “When 
Were You Born?’ the mystery 
thriller coming to the Strand. 
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Mat 201—30c 


A STAR AT PLAY — The lovely and exotic Anna May Wong, snatch- 
es an off-moment on the set of “When Were You Born?” to play 
with her favorite pets, a Chesapeake Bay retriever, and two baby 
monkeys. “When Were You Born?” is coming to the Strand. 


(Advance) 


Tall, Dark And Handsome 
Anthony Will Go Places 


Anthony Averill is tall, dark 
and handsome but he’ll always 
keep his two feet planted square- 
ly upon the ground. 


That’s what Dr. Manly P. Hall 
says, and he is the noted astrol- 
oger who wrote the original story 
for “When Were You Born?” the 
gripping Warner Bros. mystery 
drama coming to the Strand The- 
atre next. Friday, in which Aver- 
ill is featured. 


It wasn’t entirely necessary, 
though helpful, for Dr. Hall to 
consult the stars in this instance. 
Anybody who has met Averill 
could say the same thing and 
mean it. 


Anthony Averill may be tall, 
dark and handsome, as the girls 
like to refer to him, but there’ll 
never be a chance of anybody re- 
fering to him as “Pretty Boy” 
Averill. 

For one thing, Averill is a 
former newspaperman, and news- 
papermen don’t invite such han- 
dles to their names, handsome 
though they may be. 

Anthony Averill was on the St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat when an 
agent found him and he was sign- 
ed to an unique two-way contract 
with Warner Bros. and Selznick 
International. 

Averill wore shirts and ties 
and hats then. Now he is in the 
movies and can dress like every- 
body dresses in Hollywood — 
sneakers, slacks, sweaters and 
other he-mannish garb. 

“Funny thing,’ he muses about 
Hollywood. “Out here when you 
go to a formal party the men al- 
ways wear dinner jackets and 
never tails. In St. Louis you 
would be ostracized if you ap- 
peared at a formal party in a 
dinner jacket or anything but 
tails.” 

Anthony Averill attracted the 
agent’s attention when he sang 


“Pennies from Heaven” at a 
newspapermen’s party in St. 
Louis. That’s because Averill 


can’t sing. It was his method of 
delivering a monologue preceding 
the song, his stage presence and 
humor, that made the hit. 

Now in motion pictures Aver- 
ill has justified the agent’s claims. 
He photographs like a million, as 
has been proven in “Mystery 
House,” “Torechy Blane in Pana- 
ma” and ‘‘When Were You 
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Born?” He looks like a man who 
ean take care of himself in a 
mixup with a gang of rowdies, a 
man you’d trust your sister with 
if he knew she was your sister, 
and the pal you’d like to have 
along on a fishing or hunting ex- 
pedition. 

Born Anthony Alexander Nor- 
ton Averill, Feb. 21, 1910, he is 
descended from families who set- 
tled in America in the sixteen 
hundreds. He attended grammar 
and high school in St. Louis, 
Campion Prep School at Prairie 
du Chien, Wis. and Loyola Uni- 
versity at Chicago, where he star- 
red in football and track. 

He studied to become a sur- 
geon but left college before grad- 
uation and worked as a telephone 
lineman, elevated train guard and 
advertising man before taking 
the newspaper job he was holding 
when the screen beckoned. 

Strangely enough, he did not 
engage in school theatricals and 
did not go in for amateur the- 
atricals until he was 24. Then 
the director of the Community 
Theatre at Webster Grove, Mo. 
induced him to try acting. 


Miss Wong Is Glib 
In Native Tongue 


If you understand Cantonese 
and Mandarin you'll know what 
Anna May Wong says to Chinese 
characters in “When Were You 
Born?” the Warner Bros. mystery 
melodrama which opens at the 
Strand Theatre next Friday. 


These are the two dialects 
Miss Wong can speak. When she 
visited China two years ago, she 
got along very well in Quong 
Tong provinee, from which her 
parents come, but in other prov- 
inces she was in a foreign land. 

She was born in Los Angeles 
and studied Chinese in Chinese 
schools there. So she speaks Chi- 
nese with an American accent. 

Manly P. Hall, the astrologer, 
charted a horoscope for the film- 
ing of “When Were You Born?” 
before the picture started, sealed 
it and placed it in a studio vault. 
No eyes but his saw the horo- 
scope, yet he gave the exact time 
and date on which it was finished! 
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Anna May 
Plots Her Life 
By The Zodiac 


That astrology is infectious is 
proved by the case of Anna May 
Wong, who caught the malady 
through consistent exposure on 
the set of “When Were You 
Born?” the Warner Bros. mys- 
tery melodrama with an astrolog- 
ical background which opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


Up to the time she started 
work in this picture she had con- 
sidered herself a normal person, 
interested chiefly in acting, do- 
mesticity and only mildly inter- 
ested in astrology. 


The trouble started when she 
first was given her part in the 
picture and discovered she was to 
play an astrologer. Something in 
her oriental background must 
have been touched off, for pretty 
soon she was seeing zodiacs at 
night and finding horoscopes in 
her breakfast coffee. 

The subject assumed alarming 
proportions when she got to talk- 
ing with Dr. Manly P. Hall, au- 
thor and metaphysicist, who had 
collaborated on the story and 
then had been engaged by War- 
ners as technical adviser on the 
picture. Miss Wong brought her 
astrological problems to him. 

When she found that her 
chauffeur was a Scorpio she 
promptly got him another job 
and hired a Taurus in his place. 
It seems that Scorpio doesn’t go 
with Capricorn (Miss Wong). 

Miss Wong is still in doubt, 
though, about her personal maid, 
who is an out and out Aquarian. 
According to astrologists, Aqua- 
rians are kind and charitable peo- 
ple but sometimes this is their 
undoing. In their anxiety to help 
people they have a tendency to 
give things away, regardless of 
who owns them. Thus far, how- 
ever, the maid has not given 


away anything of Miss Wong’s. 


Mat 101—15c 
ANNA MAY WONG — exotic 
and gifted Chinese actress, plays 
an astrologer in the novel melo- 
drama “When Were You 
Born?”, coming to the Strand. 
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(Opening Day) 


‘When Were 
You Born?’ At 
Strand Today 


Solving a murder mystery by 
the ancient science of astrology 
is the novel theme of “When 
Were You Born?” the Warner 
Bros. melodrama with Anna May 
Wong, Margaret Lindsay, and a 
host of others, which comes to 
the screen of the Strand Theatre 
today. 

The picture is believed to be 
one of the most unusual filmed 
in years, for interwoven with the 
full quota of thrills to be expect- 
ed in a murder mystery story is 
an intelligible explanation of as- 
trology and an interesting ex- 
position of the working methods 
of a bona fide astrologer. 

That the explanation and ex- 
position are authentic is guaran- 
teed by the fact that Dr. Manly 
P. Hall, one of the nation’s fore- 
most astrologers, wrote the or- 
iginal story from which Anthony 
Coldeway fashioned the screen 
play and that throughout the pro- 
duction Dr. Hall acted as techni- 
cal adviser. 

The exotically fascinating Chi- 
nese-American actress, Anna May 
Wong plays the astrologer who 
solves the mystery. After read- 
ing the horoscope of a wealthy 
importer, played by James Ste- 
phenson, she predicts his death 
within the next forty-eight hours. 
When he is murdered within the 
time set, she is suspected by the 
police of the murder and she sets 
about to clear it up. 

Among the suspects is an old 
college chum of hers who was the 
murdered man’s fiancee. That part 
is played by Margaret Lindsay 
and opposite her is Anthony Av- 
erill, who also becomes a suspect 
when it develops that he is in 
love with her. Other suspects in- 
clude Lola Lane as the dead 
man’s former mistress, Eric Stan- 
ley as his valet and Leonard Mu- 
die as his former partner. 


He’s Hong Kong Fan 


Anna May Wong, who is fea- 
tured in “When Were You Born?” 
the Warner Bros. mystery thrill- 
er at the Strand Theatre, has 
been pals with the greats of the 
film industry for fifteen years but 
has never bothered to collect an 
autograph in that time. Now, 
however, she is very busily get- 
ting the signatures of her friends. 
She sends them to her little 
brother, Richard Wong, 14, who 
resides in Hong Kong. 


One Good Turn 


Margaret Lindsay, whose lat- 
est picture is “When Were You 
Born?” at the Strand Theatre, 
thought she was doing a favor 
for a fan stamp-collector by send- 
him him stamps from her foreign 
fan mail the past three years. 
Then one day she reaped the re- 
ward when she got all her stamps 
back glued to a beautiful three- 
panel screen of plywood. 
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IT’S WRITTEN IN THE STARS — Ann May Wong, lovely Oriental 
actress, interprets the stars to solve a murder mystery in the unusual 
melodrama “When Were You Born?” based on the science of astrol- 
ogy, which has its premiere today at the Strand Theatre. 


‘When Were 


Review) 


You Born? 
Novel, Exciting Movie 


STORY SYNOPSIS: (Not for Publication) Mary Lee Ling, 


an astrologer, (Anna May 


Wong) meets Philip Corey, a 


wealthy importer on a boat going from the Orient to San 
Francisco. She reads his horoscope and predicts his death. 
The night after his arrival in San Francisco he is murdered. 
Miss Ling is accused of the murder because of her predic- 
tions. To clear herself she sets about solving the murder by 
astrology. Among the suspects are Corey’s fiance, Doris 
Kane; Larry Camp, in love with Doris; Nita Kenton, Corey’s 
mistress; Frederick Gow, his partner; and Shields, his valet. 
By reading the horoscopes of the suspects, she clears herself 
and solves the murder in a novel and thrilling climax. 


Undoubtedly the most intrigu- 
ing novelty in motion picture pro- 
duction that has been filmed in 
many a day is “When Were You 
Born?” the Warner Bros astrolog- 
ical mystery thriller which alter- 
nately  thrill- 
ed with its 
exciting de- 
velopments 
and fascinat- 
ed with its 
recital of zo- 
diacal lore 
when it had 
its loeal pre- 
miere yester- 
day at the 
Strand Thea- 
tre. 

Even with- 
out its embel- 
lishment of astrology, the picture 
would be outstanding among mur- 
der mystery tales, for it has all 
the suspense and chills that any 
production in that category can 
be expected to supply. 

But it becomes really notable 
for the clever manner in which 
there is interwoven into its plot 
development a virtual course in 
astrology for the uninitiated. Of 
course, there is scarcely anyone 
who doesn’t know a little about 
astrology, but even to the fully 
initiated this picture should prove 
just as much a treat, because of 
the detailed and expertly analyti- 
cal manner in which the methods 
of the ancient science are ap- 
plied to the solution of the mur- 
ders which take place in the 
course of the plot. 

Such expert handling is hardly 
strange, however, in view of the 
fact that the original story from 
which Anthony Coldeway wrote 
the sereen play was supplied by 
Dr. Manly P. Hall, who is justly 
noted as an astrologer, not to 
mention the additional fact that 
he acted as technical adviser 
throughout the production. 
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The plot’s ramifications are too 
diverse to go into here at any 
length. It should be sufficient 
to arouse the anticipation of pie- 
ture-goers to say merely that the 
tale centers around the murder 
of a wealthy 
San Francisco 
importer of 
oriental fin- 
ery and art 
objects, that 
the murder 
was predicted 
by a Chinese- 
American girl 
astrologer, 
portrayed by 
Anna May 
Wong, who 
then proceeds 
to clear it up 
to the satisfaction of a skeptical 
police department. 


Mat 105—15c 
ANTHONY AVERILL 


In the course of her work on 
the case, she is herself under 
suspicion for a time, and then 
the suspicion of the police is 
diverted to a chum of her col- 
lege days, played by Margaret 
Lindsay, who was engaged to 
marry the murdered man, and to 
a hot-headed young blade enact- 
ed by Anthony Averill who is 
in love with Miss Lindsay. Other 
suspects include the dead man’s 
Eurasian business partner and his 
valet, as well as his former mis- 
tress, played by Lola Lane. 


Naturally, the intelligent as 
well as exotically beautiful Miss 
Wong is an ideal choice for the 
role of the astrologer. In a more 
routine type of role, Margaret 
Lindsay is lovely and appealing. 
Anthony Averill displays a force- 
ful type of acting. Lola .Lane, 
as the discarded mistress, has a 
quality of vengeful menace that 
does much to heighten the sus- 
pense of the story. 
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Pretty Frock— 
But Vibrations 
Were Wrong 


Margaret Lindsay was a thing 
of beauty and a joy to all who 
beheld her when she arrived at 
the studio one day during the 
filming of “When Were You 
Born?” the Warner Bros. mystery 
melodrama now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 

She wore a chic blue suit and 
hat. She wore a bouquet of ane- 
mones and on a slender finger 
sparkled a huge star sapphire. 

She smiled happily as she 
strolled on the “When Were You 
Born?” set and received “the top 
of the morning to you, Miss Lind- 
say” from admiring members of 
the crew. 

Manly P. Hall, noted astrologer 
who wrote the script for this 
mystery thriller based on astrol- 
ogy, saw her and all but swooned. 

“Miss Lindsay,” he said. “My 
dear Miss Lindsay! This will 


never do. We can never work 
like this. My Goodness! Dear, 
dear—.” 


“Huh?” said Miss Lindsay, 
startled. 

“You are vibrating all wrong,” 
said Dr. Hall, striving to con- 
trol his agitation. You are a 
Leo; your colors are gold or deep 
yellow, your jewel is ruby and 
your flower is the rose. But you 
wear blue, the color of the Taurus 
lady, the flower of Aries and the 
star sapphire of Libra. We sim- 
ply can’t make motion pictures 
with such conflict going on!” 

Properly chastened, Miss Lind- 
say returned to her home to rem- 
edy matters, for production of 
“When Were You Born?” was 
started and conducted throughout 
strictly according to the stars. 

When Margaret returned she 
was wearing sackcloth! But it 
was a pretty yellow sports dress, 
so everything was all right! 


Really A Carryall 


Anna May Wong hits a new 
high in ecapacious handbags in 
her new Warner Bros. picture, 
“When Were You Born?” which 
is now showing at the Strand 
Theatre. The huge bag measures 
twelve by sixteen inches and is 
made of a rough checkered tweed 
to match an all-enveloping mili- 
tary cape. The bag zippers shut 
and has long slim handles of 
tweed that can be wrapped 
around the wrist. 


Captured By Monkey 


Anthony Averill spent an un- 
comfortable quarter hour on the 
“When Were You Born” set when 
“Junior,” tiny monkey, jammed 
the lock on a door to a closet 
representing a secret compart- 
ment in which Averill was hid- 
ing. Studio carpenters had to 
tear out the door to get Averill 
out. “When Were You Born?” 
astrological mystery melodrama, 
is the current feature attraction 
at the Strand Theatre. 


Hy 


—_— 


TAURUS 
CX 


\N 
\ 


S 


& 


VKGO 


e 


3 lls 


(Current ) 
Lola Lane 
Wants To Find 


A Zodiac Twin 


Lola Lane, who has the featured 
role in ‘‘Where Were You Born?’’ 
at the Strand, has launched a 
search for her ‘‘astrological 
twin.’’? She wants to determine 
whether their lives are parallel. 

An ‘‘astrological twin,’’ ae- 
cording to Miss Lane, who lives 
her life according to the stars, is 
a person born at the same minute 
of the same day and year in the 
same place as another. 

Miss Lane was born at 1:30 
a. m., on May 21, 1911 in Macey, 
Indiana. She is searching for a 
young man or woman who was 
born at that time in the same 
town. 

Miss Lane, who has been study- 
ing up on the stars, since she was 
cast in “When Were You Born?” 
which deals with astrology, says 
that, according to that science, the 
lives of astrological twins parallel. 

She points out that history re- 
cords one case of astrological 
twins — George III of England 
and John Hemming, an iron mon- 
ger. They were born on the 4th 
of June, 1738, in the parish of St. 
Martins-in-the-Fields. In October, 
1760, when George was crowned 
king, Hemming went into business 
for himself. On the 8th of Sep- 
tember 1761, both men were mar- 
ried. Both had the same number 
of children of the same sexes. And 
both died January 29th, 1820. 

Miss Lane is anxious to discover 
whether the life of her astrological 
twin, if there is one, has been sub- 
stantially the same as her own. 


Director McGann 
Is Setline Actor 


Director William McGann is a 
setline actor. 

He’s like the ringside manager 
or second who shadow boxes, makes 
passes, winces when telling blows 
are struck and works as hard as 
the fighters in the ring during a 
thrilling fight. 

But McGann, whose latest direc- 
torial achievement was ‘‘When 
Were You Born?’’? the Warner 
Bros. mystery melodrama now 
showing at the Strand Theatre 
doesn’t make passes, either in ring 
or Hollywood parlance. 

MecGann’s acting is all in his 
face. His countenance is a kalei- 
doscope of emotion during filming 
of a scene. 

When Anna May Wong was 
speaking her lines during the film- 
ing of ‘‘When Were You Born?’’ 
Bill looked exoctic and mysterious- 
ly Oriental. Which was a pretty 
good trick for Bill, who is a great 
big man with a ruddy, Celtic coun- 
tenance. 

When Anthony Averill did a bit 
of dramatic acting, Bill went 
quietly dramatic, his personality 
seeming to pull the utmost in dra- 
ma from the player. When Frank 
Jaquet, as the dumb Sergeant Kel- 
ly, pulled a comedy line, McGann 
smiled in intense appreciation. And 
so on down the line of the cast. 
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MURDER WILL OUT — Anna May Wong, in the role of an astrol- 
oger, meets up with the law as police suspect number one in the 
thrilling murder mystery ““‘When Were You Born?” which is the 
current feature attraction at the Strand Theatre. 


‘Pleasure First’ 
Was Good Motto 
Por Stephenson 


James Stephenson believes firm- 
ly that pleasure should always 
come before business. 


Doing this worked so well in 
his case that he lifted himself 
from obscurity to an enviable 
spot on stage and screen. 


At one time Stephenson intend- 
ed to follow the profession of 
dentistry in his native England 
but for some reason the public 
refused to share his enthusiasm 
in his skill, So, to keep the well 
known wolf from the door, he 
turned to business. 

His pleasure, however, was 
amateur theatricals. They afford- 
ed him so much pleasure that he 
found he had little time for busi- 
ness, and so he decided to devote 
all of his time to the stage. 

He applied for an acting job 
to William Armstrong, noted 
English producer, who immediate- 
ly cast him in “Counsellor at 
Law,” and he did his role so well 
that his professional future was 
assured. Among other successes 
that followed were his roles in 
“Post Road” and “Storm in a 
Teacup.” The latter role brought 
him a Warner Bros. contract and 
he appeared in a number of their 
English-made productions. 

Recently he came to Hollywood 
under contract to the same stu- 
dio and was immediately placed 
in an important role in “When 
Were You Born?” the sensational 
murder mystery thriller with an 
authentic astrological back- 
ground, at the Strand Theatre. 


The Stars Said No 


Lola Lane, promised a vaca- 
tion by Warner Bros. upon com- 
pletion of her “Torchy Blane” 
picture, was in the midst of prep- 
arations for departure when the 
studio changed signals. She was 
wanted at once, she was informed 
to play an important role in 
“When Were You Born?” The 
reason assigned was that Manly 
P. Hall, student of the occult 
and author of the astrological 
sereen play, had cast the horo- 
scopes of a number of actresses 
considered for the role and had 
found the signs were right in 
only one case—that of Miss Lane. 
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Lunch For Fifty 
Price Of Tony’s 


Irresistible Pun 


When Anthony Averill began 
work in “When Were You Born?” 
the Warner Bros. mystery melo- 
drama which is now showing at 
the Strand Theatre, he was issued 
an ultimatum. 

Averill, confirmed punster, was 
to commit no puns. 

“T know,” said Director Wil- 
liam McGann solemnly, “that it 
will be a temptation to have fun 
with Anna May Wong’s name. It 
offers an inexhaustible source of 
puns but we are determined to 
break you of that vicious habit 
of punning.” 

“Okay,” replied Averill, “if 
that’s the way you feel about it, 
T’ll buy lunch for the entire com- 
pany if I slip.” 

“That’s just what we were fig- 
uring on,’ McGann said. 

The days passed with nary a 
pun escaping Averill’s lips. Un- 
known to him, money was chang- 
ing hands behind his back, with 
the various members of the com- 
pany betting on whether or not 
he would slip. 

He remained immune until one 
day when Miss Wong wasn’t 
working and McGann asked 
Averill to phone her and discuss 
a sequence for the next day. 

“What’s Miss Wong’s number?” 
Averill asked with a gulp. He 
was told to get it from the stu- 
dio switchboard operator. 

The company waited, tense and 
expectant, as they watched Aver- 
ill stride to the telephone. Sud- 
denly Averill snatched the re- 
ceiver from the phone and his 
eyes gleamed. 

“T want a Wong number,” he 
shouted, “and lunch for 50 de- 
livered to Stage 8.” 


Zodiac Governs Film 


Filming of the picture “When 
Were You Born?”, the astrologi- 
eal mystery thriller now show- 
ing at the Strand, was governed 
entirely by astrology. Produc- 
tion started at 10:45 A. M., when 
the sun, Mercury, Venus and Ju- 
piter were conjunct in the 10th 
house. Casting was astrological. 
with twelve leading characters 
individually representing the 
twelve signs of the Zodiac. Dr. 
Manley Hall, noted astrologer and 
author of the story, had worked 
the whole thing out in advance. 
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Miss Wong 
Makes Friends 


By Horoscope 


Anna May Wong wants to like 
everybody. 

Her chief worry is that she 
will accept an unfavorable first 
impression and permit it to be a 
lasting one. 

Accordingly she follows a most 
interesting procedure. 

Long before Warner Bros. ever 
thought of making “When Were 
You Born?” the mystery thriller 
based on astrology now playing 
at the Strand Theatre, the lovely 
Chinese player, who is featured 
in this picture, was a student of 
astrology. 

She has had her horoscope 
charted by leading American as- 
trologers, including the celebrated 
Dr. Manly P. Hall, and on her 
recent visit to China she had one 
charted by an eminent Chinese 
astrologer. Everything she does 
is done according to the dictates 
of the horoscopes. 

Very often, like everybody 
else, she meets a person she im- 
mediately dislikes. Outwardly 
she remains calm and gracious; 
inwardly she frets and seethes 
until she contrives to get the 
birthdate of the disliked one. 
Then she departs to chart his 
horoscope. 

As she works she endeavors to 
find qualities in his character 
that should make her like him. 
And it is not at all uncommon, 
when she is finished, for her to 
seek out the disliked one and 
make a firm and lasting friend- 
ship with him. 


Star Party For Stars 


A “When Were You Born?” 
party was held recently at the 
home of Manley Hall, author of 
the original story and well-known 
astrologer. Besides the cast of 
the picture, which includes Anna 
May Wong, Margaret Lindsay, 
Lola Lane, Anthony Averill, Jef- 
frey Lynn and many other noted 
screen folks, nearly one hundred 
newspaper and magazine writers 
attended. Mr. Hall’s home is built 
in the form of an Aztec temple, 
and is one of the largest five- 
room bungalows in the world. The 
occasion for the party was the 
completion of the mystery melo- 
drama, “When Were You Born?” 
which is now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 


No Fatal Predictions 


Anna May Wong, who has been 
studying astrology under the tu- 
telage of Manly P. Hall for some 
time, says that an ethical astrolo- 
gist in charting a horoscope will 
never predict a death or advise 
of infidelity. Of the latter, all he 
will say is, “Keep your eyes open 
around your home.” 

Miss Wong is featured in 
“When Were You Born?” the as- 
trological mystery play written 
by Hall, which is now showing 
at the Strand Theatre. 
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ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES 


“WHEN WERE YOU BORN?” sien: sales 


board disc, 21/. inches in diam- 

j eter, with small hole through 
yee 33 which rubber band can be 
slipped. Attach to milk bot- 
tles, grocery and laundry 
packages, soda glasses, etc. 
Each order of 1000 contains 
twelve different Zodiac signs. 
Can be used as a contest. 
When person collects twelve 
different signs he receives 
guest tickets to your show. 
Prices: 1M, $5.00; 5M, $4.50 per 
M; 10M, $4.00 per M. Imprint 
and playdates, $1.00 per M. 
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maw YOUR HOROSCOPE 


if you were born in 


NOVEMBER 


A profitable year in your own line of business or pro- 


fession. — Avoid litigations. Caution with legal signa- 
HOROSCOPE: Each order tures. — Benefits Picante pence airs ety 
T 4 E A E of 1000 contains twelve differ- chemicals, liquids. — An elder befriends you. — Roman 
( T R | M P R I N T ) ort horoscopes, one for each prea’ wees 7 a age 
th ast : On . ealty holdings or tenants. — money predicamen 
BIRTHDAY CALENDAR: By following directions, mon ° . e year. —— from unexpected sources. — For the ladies: Domestic 
a 1000, $4.00; 5000, $3.50 per M: bliss. Romance. Happy affections and reconciliations. 
person can determine on what day of the week he 10000, $3.00 per M. Theatre im- 
was born. Printed on thin cardboard, size 9x 11 inches. print ‘ad playdates, $1.00 per Mi 
Prices, including theatre imprint: 1000, $5.00; 5000, $4.50 M(Se0' pays’ 10 for usea of see WHEN WERE YOU BORN ” ( THEATRE IMPRINT ) 


per M; 10000, $4.00 per M. (See page 10 for uses of 


this novelty). this novelty). 


All prices F.O.B., N.Y.C. Order from: 


ECONOMY NOVELTY COMPANY 225 West 39th Street, New York City 


INSERT CARD 
Rental ....12c ea. 


COLORED 22 x 28's 


Rental: 20c each 


COLORED 


ll x 14's 
SET OF 8 
Rental: 35c 


“x 9° FLASH HERALD 
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rag 


Blunt, sorcast® 


LTS M yee 
PRICE S: : 5M ee <3 ia Cie 


© Vitagraph, Inc. 


SLIDE — 15c each 


MIDGET REGULAR WINDOW CARD 
WINDOW Dito 4 oc eis aint hee eeacnh 
: CARD (Ue CoP: Bane CaN: pig ad ge NERS Oh 6c each 
2 4c each 100° andover.i) ees 5\/,c each 


itagraph, Inc. 


© Vitagraph, Inc. 


LOBBY DISPLAYS 


Let us tell you how your theatre can have these displays 
at a reasonable weekly rental fee. 


AMERICAN DISPLAY COMPANY, Inc. 
525 WEST 43rd STREET NEW YORK CITY 
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LOLA LANE » ANTHO} 


40"x 60” 24x 60” (also in size 24x 82”) 30x 40° 


PRINTED IN U.§. A. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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